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AUSTRO-ITALIAN AGREEMENT CONCERNING ARTICLE VII OF THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE.
1909.
Agreement between Austria-Hungary and Italy explaining and
supplementing Article VII of the Treaty of the Triple Alliance
of 1887.    Vienna, November 30; Rome, December 15, ipop.
Secret.
In the conferences which I [you] have lately had with Duke Avarna [Count Aehrenthal] with a view to defining and perfecting Article VII of the Treaty of the Triple Alliance, we [you] have agreed, to begin with, that, Austria-Hungary having renounced the rights which the Treaty of Berlin had conferred upon her in respect to the Sanjak of Novibazar, the provisions of the aforesaid Article of the Triple Alliance apply to the Sanjak as well as to the other parts of the Ottoman Empire. If, then, in consequence of the impossibility of maintaining the status quo in the Balkans, Austria-Hungary should be compelled by the force of circumstances to proceed to a temporary or permanent occupation of the Sanjak of Novibazar, that occupation shall be effected only after a previous agreement with Italy, based on the principle of compensation.                                                 .
dScembre 1909"; and the beginning: "Monsieur I'ambassadeur." Baron Aehrenthal added in his own handwriting: "Vom italienischen Botschafter ubergeben. i9.XII.i9O9. Aehrenthal." ("Transmitted by the Italian Ambas^.dor. December 19, 1909. Aehrenthal.")                                                        v
The Italian Note is printed in Diplomatische Aktenstucke betreffend die Bezie-hungen Osterreich-Ungarns zu Italien in der Zeit wm 20. Juli 1914 bis zum 23. Mai ip/5, p. 199; and, in translation, in Imperial and Royal Austro-Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Diplomatic Documents concerning the Relations of Austria-Hungary with Italy from July 2oth, ipi4, to May 2$dy ipi5, p. 180.            * : .
The exchange of copies of these Notes occurred at Rome and Vienna on Decent ber 19,1909 (Polit. Arch., Geheimakten, XXXV 5, n. 38).
Compare Section 3, Second Final Protocol of December 5, 1912, page 256.
2 In the Austro-Hungarian Note this originally read: "L'Autriche-Hongrie se wyait dans la ntcessite de proc6der ..." The new wording was inserted by Baron Aehrenthal in his own handwriting.